
Eucharistic Miracle—Barbeau, MI—1996 

 On February 4, 1996. During Mass at the Church 
of the Holy Family, an inexperienced Eucharistic minis-
ter dropped a Host onto a patent (a plate used to catch 
particles of consecrated Host). Believing that this Host 
had to be placed in an ablution cup, the minister in-
formed the priest of this despite the fact that the Host 
hadn't touched either the ground or a communicant. 
The Host remained in the cup for a week because in-
clement weather prevented any weekday Masses. The 
following Sunday, February 11th, a dime-sized red col-
oration was seen on the surface of the Host. The Host, 
which had been in water to help dissolve it, was en-
gorged with water but otherwise retained its shape.  
 The local bishop, who was advised of these devel-
opments, suggested to the parish priest, Father Mark 
A. McQuesten, that the coloration was probably due to 
a fungus growing on the Host and that it should be dis-
posed of in the approved manner. The priest continued 
to show the Host to his parishioners and had it photo-
graphed as well.  
 After another call from the Bishop, Fr. McQuesten 
finally touched the Host for the first time on February 
26th. He planned to dispose of it in the manner author-
ized by the Church. However, he stated that when he 
touched it, it felt like flesh, that he had to tear at it in 
order to rip it - not at all what one would expect from a 
water-logged piece of unleavened bread. During all 
this time the Host never lost its shape or the red color-
ation it first displayed nearly a month earlier. 


